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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Genllemen, 


1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  for  1964. 

The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  is 
36,300,  an  increase  of  180  over  the  previous  year,  and  of  4,010  over 
1954. 

There  were  701  live  births  during  the  year.  Twenty  infants  under 
12  months  died,  six  within  24  hours  of  birth.  Prematurity  was  a 
potent  factor  in  7 deaths;  the  mortality  rate  of  immature  infants  is 
directly  related  to  their  degree  of  immaturity.  Three  had  major 
congenital  defects;  there  is  a higher  incidence  of  these  abnormalities 
in  western  areas  of  Britain,  the  highest  being  in  north  western 
England.  Environmental  factors,  mainly  bacterial  infections,  were 
the  predominant  cause  of  death  in  those  infants  who  survived  their 
first  month. 

Of  the  368  deaths,  cardio-vascular  lesions  were  the  primary 
factors  in  130.  In  recent  years  there  has  been  accumulating  evidence 
associating  these  diseases  with  food  habits.  Their  incidence  has 
increased  four-fold  over  the  past  fifteen  years  and  this  increase 
cannot  be  explained  simply  by  improved  diagnosis.  Similar  lesions 
to  those  found  in  these  diseases  in  man  have  been  produced  in 
animals  by  adding  an  animal  fat,  cholesterol,  to  their  diet.  Death 
from  cardio-vascular  diseases  is  high  in  the  U.S.A.,  Britain  and  New 
Zealand  where  the  consumption  of  fats  is  high,  low  in  primitive 
communities  in  Africa.  Yet  the  incidence  in  Africans  living  in  the 
U.S.A.  mirrors  that  of  the  white  population.  One  might  be  excused 
for  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  dietory  fats  and  heart  diseases 
are  cause  and  effect.  This  theory  is  not  by  any  means  universally 
accepted;  indeed,  recent  work  suggests  that  an  excess  of  sugar  in 
the  diet  rather  than  fats  is  responsible  for  the  cholesterol  increase. 
Other  possible  important  factors  are  smoking,  stress  of  modern  life 
and  lack  of  exercise. 

The  relationship  therefore,  between  cardio-vascular  disease  and 
diet  is  far  from  clear,  and  one  must  avoid  urging  premature  action 
on  unsubstantiated  hypothesis.  Nevertheless,  excess  sugar  and 
animal  fat  should  be  avoided — meat,  fat,  butter,  cream,  egg  yolk, 
stews  and  cheese  (particularly  well-ripened  cheese,  e.g.  Stilton, 
Cheddar)  are  obvious  articles  of  diet  to  be  taken  in  moderation. 

Housing  is  another  environmental  factor  influencing  the  health 
of  the  individual  and  community  with  which  the  Health  Department 
is  concerned  in  its  everyday  duties.  The  provision  of  good  housing 
must  be  an  important  part  of  any  scheme  to  improve  community 
health. 
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Seventy-eight  new  houses  and  flats  have  been  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  1,043  were  on  the  waiting  list  for  accom- 
modation at  the  end  of  the  year,  many  living  in  sub-standard  or 
overcrowded  accommodation.  The  special  unit  for  elderly  persons 
opened  by  the  Mayoress  on  November  11th  has  accommodation 
for  15,  and  since  private  enterprise  is  unable  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
elderly,  further  similar  accommodation  will  be  essential. 

The  basic  object  of  special  housing  for  the  aged  is  to  prolong 
their  active  role  in  the  community.  This  aim  is  furthered  by  the 
domiciliary  services  which  are  available — Health  Visiting,  Home 
Nursing,  Home  Helps  and  Meals-on- Wheels.  1 would  pay  a special 
tribute  to  the  host  of  voluntary  helpers  both  individual  and  groups, 
who  repair  many  of  the  gaps  in  the  statutory  services. 

I would  like  to  thank  Dr.  M.  T.  Islwyn  Jones,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  his  help.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  I am  able 
to  avail  myself  of  his  advice  and  guidance.  I must  also  express  my 
gratitude  to  the  General  Practitioners  for  their  help  and  co- 
operation. 

I am  most  fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Arthur  McCartney  as  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector.  His  long  experience  in  the  public  health 
field,  his  sound  judgement,  combined  with  a pleasant  personality 
and  tact,  make  him  the  ideal  Officer.  His  deputy  and  the  two  district 
inspectors  complete  a highly  trained,  competent  and  experienced 
team.  I am  indebted  to  the  clerical  staff  for  their  work. 

The  resignation  of  Alderman  Cyril  O.  Jones  terminated  an 
association  of  many  years,  and  the  Committee  has  been  fortunate 
indeed  in  having  a Chairman  of  such  calibre  and  personality.  We 
thank  him  most  sincerely  for  his  services,  and  wish  him  good  health 
to  enjoy  his  varied  interests  for  many  more  years. 

The  Health  Department  obtained  full  co-operation  from  the 
Officers  of  other  Departments.  To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Committee,  the  Staff  and  I owe  a special  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
support,  guidance  and  understanding  we  have  received. 

ALWYN  GRIFFITH, 
Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


At  Gadeirydd  ac  Aelodaii  Pwyllgor  lechyd  Bwrdeisdref  Wrecsam. 


Mr.  Cacleirycicl,  fonecldigesau  a Boneckligion. 

Pleser  yw  cael  cyflwyno’r  adroddiad  hwn  ar  y sefyllfa  feddygol 
yn  y Fwrdeisdref  am  y flwyddyn  1964. 

’Roedd  nifer  y genedigaethau  yn  701.  Bu  cliwech  farw  yn  fuan  ar 
61  eu  geni  ac  again  cyn  eu  bod  yn  flwydd  oed.  Mewn  saith  o’r  rhain 
roedd  anaeddfedrwydd  fel  canlyniad  i eni  cyn-amserol  yn  ffaclor 
pwysig  ac  mewn  tri  phlentyn  roedd  diffyg  garw  un  ai  yn  y galon  neu’r 
ymenydd.  Mae  dilTygion  o’r  math  yma  yn  fwy  cyflFredin  yn  y rhannau 
gorllewinol  o Brydain — nid  yw’r  rheswm  am  hyn  yn  glir.  Yn  y 
babanod  hyn  afiechydon  heintus  oedd  yn  gyfrifol  am  y mwyafrif 
o’r  marwolaethau. 

Cyfanswm  y marwolaethau  yn  ystod  y flwyddyn  oedd  368.  ’Roedd 
afiechyd  y galon  a’r  gwythiennau  yn  brif  achos  mewn  bron  i’r 
banner.  Mae’r  afiechydon  hyn  tua  phedair  gwaith  mwy  cyflFredin 
heddiw  nag  oeddynt  bymtheg  mlynedd  yn  61.  Cawsant  sylw  arbennig 
yn  y byd  arbrofol  yn  ystod  y blynyddoedd  diwethaf.  Cred  amryw 
bod  a wnelo’r  math  o fwyd  ag  achosi’r  anaf,  yn  arbennig  felly 
brasder  anifail.  Gellir  achosi’r  afiechyd  yn  arbrofol  mewn  anifail 
drwy  ei  fwydo  a’r  brasder.  Bwyteir  cyfran  uchel  o’r  brasder  yn  y 
gwledydd  gorllewinol,  yr  union  wledydd  He  ceir  cyfartaledd  uchel 
o’r  afiechydon  hyn.  Yng  ngwledydd  yr  Alfirig  lie  mae  safon  byw  yn 
gymharol  isel,  maent  yn  anghyflfredin.  Ond  nid  felly  yn  yr  AflFricanwr 
sy’n  byw  yn  yr  Amerig.  Naturiol  yw  tybio  mai’r  brasder  yn  y bwyd 
yw’r  prif  achos;  ond  nid  yw’r  ddamcaniaeth  hon  yn  gwbl  dderbyniol. 
Yn  wir  awgryma  arbrofion  diweddar  mai  gormodedd  o siwgr  ac 
nid  brasder  sydd  yn  achosi’r  briw  yn  y galon.  Ac  yn  sicr  y mae 
flactorau  pwysig  eraill,  megis  ysmygu,  diflfyg  ymarfer  rheolaidd  a 
“straen”  byw. 

Gyda’r  wybodaeth  sydd  gennym  ar  y pryd  annoeth  fyddai 
cynghori  dogni  hollol  ar  unrhyw  ymborth.  Ar  yr  un  pryd  rhaid 
cynghori  cymedroldeb,  yn  arbennig  gyda  bwydydd  melys,  brasder 
anifail,  ymenyn,  cig  modi,  hufen,  wy,  stiw,  caws  (yn  enwedig  y rhai 
gor  aeddfed). 

Mae  cyflenwad  boddhaol  o dai  yn  flfactor  sydd  a wnelo  a iechyd 
a hapusrwydd.  Yn  y fwrdeisdref  y llynedd  adeiladwyd  a chwbl- 
hawyd  78  o unedau.  Ar  ddiwedd  y flwyddyn  ’roedd  dros  fil  yn 
disgwyl  am  dy,  llawer  yn  lletya  mewn  amgylchedd  hollol  annigonol 
ac  anfoddhaol.  Ym  mis  Tachwedd  agorwyd  y fflatiau  arbennig  i 14 
o oedolion  gan  y Faeres.  Maent  yn  hynod  ddeniadol  ac  mae  angen 
dirfawr  am  eu  tebyg  mewn  rhannau  eraill.  Un  o amcanion  y fflatiau 
arbennig  hyn  gyda  gofalwr  yw  galluogi’r  hen  i aros  yn  annibynnol 
cyhyd  ag  y bo  modd.  Y mae  gwasanaethau  eraill  sydd  yr  un  mor 
anhepgor — yr  Ymwelydd  lechyd  a’r  nyrs,  cymorth  yn  y cartref  a'r 
gwasanaeth  bwyd.  Yn  yr  amryw  feusydd  er  budd  yr  hen  a’r  methedig 
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cymerir  rhan  amlwg  gan  unigolion  a chymdeitliasaii  gwirfoddol. 
Mae  ein  dyled  iddynt  yn  fawr. 

Hoftwn  ddiolch  i amryw  am  eu  cymorth  yn  ystod  y flwyddyn — y 
Dr.  M.  T.  Islwyn  Jones,  Swyddog  Meddygol  y Sir,  a’r  Meddygon  yn 
Wrecsam  a’r  cyffiniaii  am  eu  cydweithrediad  hvvythau,  sydd.  mor 
anhepgor. 

‘Rwyn  fi'odus  o gael  Mr.  Arthur  McCartney  yn  Bril'  Arolygwr 
lechyd.  Mae  ei  brofiad  eang,  ei  wybodaeth  a’i  fedrusrwydd  ynghyd 
a’i  bersonoliaeth  hyfryd  yn  sicrhau  swyddog  delfrydol.  A chyda’i 
ddirprwy  a’r  ddau  arolygwr  gyda’u  profiad  helaeth,  anodd  fyddai 
cael  staff  mwy  effeithiol  a hynaws.  Diolchaf  i’r  clercod  hwythau  am 
eu  gwaith  yn  ystod  y flwyddyn. 

Bu  i’r  Henadur  Cyril  O.  Jones  ymddiswyddo  ar  61  blynyddoedd 
maith  fel  cadeirydd  y Pwyllgor  lechyd.  Rhoddodd  wasanaeth  hynod 
a bydd  gweld  colli  ei  gyngor  a’i  gyfarwyddyd.  Wrth  ddiolch, 
dymunwn  iddo  hir  oed  ac  iechyd  i fwynhau  ei  amryw  ddiddordebau. 
Cefais  gydweithrediad  llwyr  swyddogion  adrannau  eraill  y Cyngor. 
Dymuna’r  staff  a minnau  ddiolch  yn  gynnes  i chwi  Mr.  Cadeirydd 
ac  i holl  aelodau’r  Pwyllgor  am  bob  cyfarwyddyd  a chefnogaeth  yn 
ystod  y flwyddyn. 


ALWYN  GRIFFITH 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  2,916  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) ...  36,300  (Mid  Annual) 
Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough,  April  1964  ...  £1,223,819 

Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1964/5  ...  £4,900 

Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1965/6  ...  £4,920 

No.  of  Dwellings  (1st  April,  1964)  ...  ...  ...  11,168 

No.  of  Council  Dwellings  (1st  April,  1964)  ...  5,431 

Density  of  Persons  per  Dwelling  ...  ...  ...  3.23 


POPULATION  TRENDS  SINCE  1948 


Year 

Population 

Annual 

Increase! 

Decrease 

Natural 

Increase 

1954 

32,290 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

130 

200 

1955 

32,330 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

40 

159 

1956 

32,810 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

480 

257 

1957 

31,970 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

840 

247 

1958 

32,650 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

680 

269 

1959 

32,970 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

320 

297 

1960 

32,590 

Estimated  Figure 

— 

380 

196 

1961 

35,427 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

2,837 

315 

1962 

35,800 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

373 

346 

1963 

36,120 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

320 

292 

1964 

36,300 

Estimated  Figure 

+ 

180 

333 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  (R.  G.  Estimate  Mid-Annual) 36,300 

Comparability  Factors: 

Deaths  1.22 

Births  0.93 

In  order  to  compare  the  birth  and  death  rates  with  those  of  other 
areas,  it  is  necessary  to  adjust  the  crude  rates  to  take  account  of 
the  age  and  sex  distribution  within  each  area.  This  adjustment  is 
obtained  by  means  of  the  comparability  factors  which  are  compiled 
for  each  area  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  (Legitimate)  ...  356  320  676 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  ...  13  12  25 


369  332  701 


Birth  Rate  (Adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ...  18.2 

England  and  Wales 18.4 
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The  Birth  Rates  (adjusted)  for  previous  years  were; — 

1954  

15.18  1960 

17.4 

1955  

15.9  1961 

17.8 

1956  

16.9  1962 

18.7 

1957  

18.3  1963 

17.6 

1958  

17.7  1964 

18.2 

1959  

19.1 

Stillbirths 

There  was  a total  of  10  stillbirths  during 
with  15  during  the  previous  year. 

the  year,  as 

compared 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate) 

5 

5 

10 

Stillbirths  (Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

10 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Stillbirths) 

14.1 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.4 

Total  Births 

Live  and  Stillbirths 

711 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Legitimate  Births 

...  361 

325 

686 

Total  Illegitimate  Births 

13 

12 

25 

Total  of  all  Births 

...  374 

337 

711 

DEATHS 


368  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

193 

175 

368 

Death  Rate  (adjusted,  per 

1,000  population) 

12.4 

England  and  Wales  ... 

11.3 

The  Death  Rate  for  previous  years  was; — 

1954  

11.16 

1960 

13.7 

1955  

12.16 

1961 

12.15 

1956  

10.8 

1962 

12.47 

1957  

10.6 

1963 

13.2 

1958  

11.5 

1964 

12.4 

1959  

12.3 
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The  following  table  gives  causes  of  death : 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitis  disease  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

- — ■ 

8. 

Measles  

■ 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasistic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Stomach 

7 

2 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Lung  Bronchus 

14 

1 

15 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Breast 

— 

12 

12 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasms.  Uterus 

— 

7 

7 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

plasms  

22 

15 

37 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

1 

5 

6 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

18 

36 

54 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

47 

27 

74 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

13 

20 

33 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

2 

4 

6 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

12 

6 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis  

14 

5 

19 

25. 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

7 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

2 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

17 

20 

37 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

6 

1 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Suicides 

2 

— 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

193 

175 

368 

Infant  Mortality 

During  the  year  20  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 year,  as  com- 
pared with  15  for  the  previous  year.  These  deaths  were  distributed 


thus: — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

9 

18 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

11 

9 

20 

10 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

28.5 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

26.6 

births  

,,,  «».  ... 

80.0 

England  and  Wales  ... 

20.0 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  previous  years  was: — 

1954  

18.6 

1960  

18.9 

1955  

30.18 

1961  

13.4 

1956  

22.8 

1962  

22.5 

1957  

27.2 

1963  

22.0 

1958  

26.8 

1964  

28.5 

1959  

30.8 

The  table  gives  causes  of  death 

occurring  in  infants  under  1 year;— 

Age 

Sex 

Male  Female 

Causes  of  Death 

1 hour 

1 

Perinatal  anoxia 

4 hours 

1 

Prematurity 

5 hours 

1 

Prematurity 

17  hours 

1 

Prematurity 

18  hours 

1 

Prematurity 

1 day 

1 

Prematurity 

2 days 

1 

Prematurity 

2 days 

1 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome 
(Prem.) 

2 days 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

6 days 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 week 

1 

Meningitis 

1 week 

1 

Acute  enteritis 

2 weeks 

1 

Myelocele 

3 weeks 

1 

Meningo  myelocele 

1 month 

1 

Gastro  enteritis 

2 months 

1 

T racheo-bronchitis 

4 months 

1 

Fibrocystic  Disease 

6 months 

1 

Acute  streptococcal  broncho 
pneumonia 

6 months 

1 

Cardia  failure  due  to  congenital 
defect  of  the  heart 

2 months 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia,  meningitis 

Thirty  years  ago  there  were  60  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in 
England  and  Wales  i.e.  35,000  deaths.  Last  year  the  number  was 
18,000.  A child  that  now  survives  the  first  6 months  may  expect  to 
live  well  into  the  seventies. 


Neo-Natal  Deaths 


This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants  under 
the  age  of  4 weeks.  There  were  14  deaths  in  all,  8 Males  and  6 


Females. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

6 

13 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

8 6 14 


Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  20.0 


Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants  under 
the  age  of  1 week.  There  were  10  deaths  in  all,  7 Males  and  3 Females. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

7 3 10 


Early  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  14.3 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

This  represents  the  number  of  stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

11 

8 

19 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

12 

8 

20 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

stillbirths  28.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  28.2 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  related  to  childbirth  during  the  year. 

Cancer  Deaths 

There  were  80  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  77  in  1963.  The  Cancer  deaths  have  increased  by  2 in  Males 
and  decreased  by  1 in  Females. 

The  ratio  of  Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths  is  1 :4.6  as  compared 
with  1 :5.1  in  1963.  The  percentage  of  Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths 
is  21.7. 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach  

1 

2 

10 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

14 

1 

15 

Breast  

— 

12 

12 

Uterus  

— 

7 

7 

Others  

22 

15 

37 

43 

37 

80 

Local  statistics  and  particularly  those  for  England  and  Wales 
show  a steady  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease.  Factors 
responsible  are: — 

1.  Better  diagnosis  associated  with  more  accurate  death  certifica- 
tion. 

2.  Increased  expectation  of  life  which  allows  more  people  to 
survive  to  the  cancer  age  group. 

These  factors  produce  an  apparent  increase,  but  in  addition: — 

3.  A real  increase  has  occurred  due  to  environmental  carcin- 
ogenic factors  to  which  persons  are  exposed. 

The  total  number  of  Cancer  deaths  and  the  percentage  of  Cancer 
deaths  to  total  deaths  since  1953  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Year 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths 

Cancer  Deaths 

Percentage  of 
Cancer  Deaths 
to  Total 
Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1953 

321 

26 

24 

50 

15.6 

1954 

339 

35 

24 

59 

17.4 

1955 

371 

40 

19 

59 

15.9 

1956 

313 

31 

31 

62 

19.8 

1957 

341 

33 

23 

56 

16.1 

1958 

327 

38 

29 

67 

20.5 

1959 

353 

35 

37 

72 

20.4 

1960 

387 

40 

30 

70 

18.1 

1961 

356 

48 

35 

83 

23.3 

1962 

366 

40 

38 

78 

21.3 

1963 

391 

41 

36 

77 

19.7 

1964 

368 

43 

37 

80 

21.7 

Cancer,  probably  the  most  dreaded  and  frightening  disease, 
accounted  for  80  deaths.  No  other  single  disease  has  been  the 
subject  of  so  much  research  and  there  has  been  substantial  progress. 
An  improved  knowledge  of  the  aetiology  of  certain  forms  of  cancer 
and  of  the  part  played  by  environment  has  improved  the  prospect 
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of  prevention.  The  Medical  Research  Council  demonstrates  that 
cigarette  smoking  is  a major  cause  of  lung  cancer.  Early  detection 
of  cancer  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  such  techniques  as  mass 
radiography  and  cervical  smears. 

A comment  is  necessary  on  the  deaths  due  to  Bronchitis.  This 
disease  is  more  strongly  associated  with  air  pollution  than  with  any 
other  factor.  Atmospheric  pollution  can  be  dealt  with  by  legislation 
to  ensure  clean  air.  One  of  the  objections  to  solid  smokeless  fuels 
is  that  they  emit  sulphur  dioxide.  This  gas  is  derived  from  the  sulphur 
present  in  most  fuels  and  there  are  no  practical  measures  to  eliminate 
it.  But  this  is  no  reason  for  failing  to  deal  with  pollutants  that  can 
be  abated — the  smoke  and  tarry  substances  which  are  known  to  be 
capable  of  producing  cancer,  emitted  by  burning  coal. 

In  the  Borough  a central  smokeless  zone  already  exists,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  an  extension  of  the  area  will  be  possible  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit. 

Cardio-Vascular  Diseases 

Cardio-vascular  diseases  were  responsible  for  130  deaths,  67  were 
Males  and  63  Females.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  Cardio- 
vascular Diseases  to  total  deaths  is  35.3,  compared  with  30.7  in 
1963. 

Infectious  Diseases 

488  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred  during  the  year.  385 
were  in  respect  of  Measles,  the  majority  occurring  during  the  last 
quarter  and  continuing  into  the  epidemic  year  1965.  It  is  likely  that 
a measles  vaccine  will  be  available  in  late  1965,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  combine  it  with  the  triple  vaccine. 

Scarlet  Fever — “sore  throat  with  a rash”  responds  readily  to 
antibiotics  and  rarely  results  in  serious  complications.  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  fever  from  whatever  cause  occurring  in  a 
woman  within  14  days  of  childbirth.  It  may  therefore  be  due  to  in- 
fection of  the  uterus  or  may  be  associated  to  an  extra-uterus  cause. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred.  The  efficiency  of  the  polio- 
myelitis vaccine  is  reflected  in  the  marked  decline  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  this  disease — a decline  from  6,331  (England  and 
Wales)  in  1955  to  51  last  year. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred. 

The  fact  that  no  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  none  occurred.  It  is  probable  that  many  mild 
cases  are  never  notified — the  illness  may  be  so  slight  that  no  medical 
attention  is  required.  The  record  of  the  incidence  is  therefore  bound 
to  be  incomplete.  There  were  over  4,000  reported  cases  in  England 
and  Wales  last  year.  It  is  essential  that  every  food  handler  learns 
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and  applies  a few  simple  food  hygiene  rules  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  this  infection.  The  rules  can  be  called  the  three  cleanlinesses:— 

Cleanliness  of  premises. 

Cleanliness  of  utensils. 

Cleanliness  of  personnel. 

These  simple  rules  should  always  be  observed;  they  apply  equally 
to  the  home  and  to  catering  establishments. 

1.  Food  should  be  handled  as  little  as  possible. 

2.  Hands  must  be  washed  frequently  and  always  before  eating 
and  after  a toilet  visit. 

3.  There  must  be  no  coughing  or  sneezing  over  food. 

4.  Meat  and  ham  should  never  be  partially  cooked.  They  should 
be  cooked  completely,  removed  to  a clean  dish,  covered  with 
paper  towelling,  left  to  cool  for  not  more  than  two  hours  and 
then  refrigerated. 


NOITFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1964 

(Arranged  according  to  age) 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

Plus 

Total 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

— ■ 

1 

3 

16 

6 

1 

— 

— ■ 

27 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 





— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— • 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

— ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

26 

115 

I 17 

124 

1 

2 

— 

— • 

385 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

9 

9 

10 

4 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

4 

3 

14 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

— ■ 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

31 

126 

129 

151 

1 1 

32 

5 

3 

488 

15 


Tuberculosis 


16  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  there  were  2 deaths. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  on  the  1st  January  and  the  31st  December,  1964. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  January 

1964 

130 

88 

218 

13 

19 

32 

31st  December 

1964 

125 

90 

215 

13 

19 

32 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(Arranged  according  to  age) 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age-Group 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

1—4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

10—14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15—19 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20—24 

— 

2 

— ■ 

1 

25—34 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

35—44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45—54 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  Plus 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

6 

8 

— 

2 

16 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Lung  Tuberculosis  cases 
notified  and  the  rate  per  1,000  population,  and  the  deaths  due  to 
Lung  Tuberculosis  and  rate  per  1,000  population  since  1953. 


Year 

No.  of 
Case.s 

Ca.<se  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

No.  of 
Death.s 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

1953 

50 

1.5 

5 

0.2 

1954 

31 

0.9 

6 

0.2 

1955 

24 

0.7 

1 

0.03 

1956 

20 

0.6 

1 

0.03 

1957 

23 

0.7 

4 

0.1 

1958 

14 

0.4 

3 

0.09 

1959 

27 

0.8 

2 

0.06 

1960 

27 

0.8 

6 

0.2 

1961 

17 

0.5 

3 

0.08 

1962 

15 

0.4 

4 

0.1 

1963 

18 

0.5 

— 

— 

1964 

16 

0.4 

2 

0.05 

The  pulmonary  type  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  commonest  variety 
since  “clean”  milk  has  reduced  the  incidence  of  primary  infection  in 
the  intestine  or  bone. 

Most  cases  occur  in  the  over  40  age  group  and  the  infection  is  due 
to  a reactivation  of  a previously  healed  lesion  contracted  during 
adolescence. 

All  contacts,  both  at  home  and  at  work  are  fully  investigated  at 
the  Chest  Clinic. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
HEALTH  SERVICE  PROVISIONS 

These  tables  show  the  numbers  immunised  against  infectious 
diseases. 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus). 


Type  of 
Vaccine 

Initial  Protection 

Booster  Protection 

0—1 

year 

2—4 

years 

5—15 

years 

0—4 

years 

5—15 

years 

Triple  Antigen 

465 

73 

1 

387 

78 

Diphtheria  and 
Tetanus 

_ 

-- 

Diphtheria  Only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

310 

Tetanus  Only 

5 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


Primary  Course  of  Three  Oral  Doses 


0—1 

2—4 

5—14 

15—25 

25—40 

Over  40 

year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

367 

89 

24 

8 

34 

23 

Receiving  1 oral  booster  after  2 injections  ...  ...  ...  33 

Receiving  1 oral  booster  after  3 injections  ...  ...  ...  409 

Receiving  1 oral  booster  after  2 injections  and  1 oral  ...  67 

Receiving  1 oral  booster  after  2 injections  and  2 orals  ...  6 

Receiving  1 oral  booster  after  3 orals  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


Smallpox  Vaccination 


Number  receiving  primary  vaccination  Number  re-vaccinated 


0—1 

2—4 

5—14 

Over  15 

0—4 

5—15 

Over  15 

year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

180 

22 

6 

15 

3 

3 

29 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 
is  commenced  at  3 months  and  completed  at  5 months.  Booster 
doses  are  given  at  18  months  and  at  school  entry  (for  Diphtheria 
and  Tetanus  only). 

The  first  oral  Poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  given  at  6,  7 and  8 months 
and  a booster  at  school  entry.  Smallpox  vaccination  is  performed  at 
12  months. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows: — 


Gatefield,  Kings  Mills  Road  

No.  1 Grosvenor  Road 

Garden  Village,  Institute,  Kenyon  Av.... 
Queen’s  Park  


Tuesday  Afternoon 
Monday  and  Wednesday 
Afternoons 
Wednesday  Afternoon 
Monday  and  Thursday 
Afternoons 


The  County  Authority  arranges  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  under  5 years  of 
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age.  In  addition  to  National  Dried  Milk  and  Vitamin  preparations, 
a wide  range  of  proprietory  foods  are  sold  in  special  clinic  packs 
at  reduced  rates,  as  local  requirement  demands. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Maelor  General  Hospital  and 
Relaxation  Classes  are  held  at  1 Grosvenor  Road  and  Queen’s  Park 
Clinic  by  appointment. 

Health  Visiting,  Home  Helps,  Home  Nursing,  Meals-on- Wheels 

Health  Visiting  and  other  domiciliary  services  are  an  essential 
part  of  any  service  designed  to  helping  elderly  people  to  remain  in 
their  own  homes.  These  services,  however,  are  not  solely  intended 
for  the  elderly,  but  it  is  natural  that  old  people  make  by  far  the  most 
use  of  them.  Forty-seven  home  helps  are  employed  in  the  Borough. 
Thirty  meals  are  supplied  twice  weekly. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  the  link  between  the  various  bodies  con- 
cerned with  the  care  of  the  elderly,  i.e.  general  practitioners,  hospitals 
and  local  authority,  voluntary  organisations.  It  is  important  to 
realise  that  these  services  are  not  unlimited  and  when  an  elderly 
person  cannot  be  properly  cared  for  in  his  own  home,  institutional 
care,  either  hostel  or  hospital,  becomes  necessary,  either  on  a short 
or  long  term  basis.  The  shortage  of  such  accommodation  is  a source 
of  considerable  concern. 

Family  Planning  Clinic 

This  is  held  on  Thursday  at  1 Grosvenor  Road.  The  Medical 
Officer  is  Dr.  Alice  Speight. 

The  Family  Planning  Association  is  a voluntary  organisation 
which  seeks  to  assist  parents  in  planning  their  families.  896  persons 
sought  advice  during  the  year.  81  cytological  smears  were  taken  for 
examination. 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service  is  provided  at  1 Grosvenor  Road  and  Queen’s  Park 
Clinic.  There  were  six  patients  waiting  for  their  first  treatment  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Furthermore,  the  period  between  the  first  and 
subsequent  treatments  are  delayed.  An  ever  increasing  demand  for 
treatment  will  necessitate  the  appointment  of  additional  staff. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

The  diagnosis  and  After-Care  treatment  of  Orthopaedic  cases  is 
carried  out  at  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 
Hospital,  supplemented  by  institutional  treatment  at  the  Robert 
Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

A Venereal  Disease  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Out-Patients  Department, 
War  Memorial  Hospital. 
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Eye  Clinic 

This  is  held  monthly  by  appointment  at  I Grosvenor  Road. 
Speech  Therapy 

Speech  Therapy  is  provided  for  all  age  groups  by  appointment. 

Dental  Clinics 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  at  I Grosvenor  Road  and  Queen’s  Park 
Clinic  as  follows: — 

No.  1 Grosvenor  Road 

Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  patients ...  Monday 

Fillings  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 

Orthodontics  Every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 

Casual  Attenders  Tuesday  and  Friday 

Queen’s  Park  Clinic 

Fillings  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 

Casual  Attenders  Thursday 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Hospital  Accommodation : 

War  Memorial  Hospital  Beds 

General  Medicine 30 

General  Surgery  72 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  24 

Opthalmology  10 

Orthopaedic  38 

Private  6 

Unclassified 23 

Maelor  General  Hospital : 

General  Medicine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

General  Surgery  106 

Paediatric  Unit  55 

Geriatric  Unit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Obstetric  Unit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Gynaecology  44 

Special  Care  of  Babies  24 

Diseases  of  the  Chest  6 

Opthalmology  6 

Dermatology  6 

Dentistry  4 

Social  Welfare  37 

Unclassified 27 

Infectious  Diseases 30 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff's  of  the  Hospitals 
for  their  full  co-operation  which  has  always  been  forthcoming. 
The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  bacteriological 
and  virol  investigations  is  greatly  appreciated. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department. 

Dr.  Alwyn  Griffith  took  up  the  appointment  of  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  September  1st,  replacing  Dr.  F.  P.  Peach  who 
was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  general 
field  of  environmental  health.  Work  has  proceeded  on  smoke  control, 
food  hygiene,  and  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  The  most  notable 
addition  to  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  year  was  in 
connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  This 
is  a most  formidable  piece  of  legislation  which  is  long  overdue,  and 
it  is  going  to  have  a continuing  impact  on  the  future  work  of  the 
Department.  I am  grateful  to  the  Committee  for  agreeing  to  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  public  health  inspector  in  order  that 
the  increasing  work  of  the  Department  can  be  dealt  with. 

One  event,  which  must  be  recorded,  occurred  during  the  year — 
the  retirement  of  Alderman  Cyril  O.  Jones,  B.A.  after  a period  of 
44  years  as  a Member  of  the  Council,  including  30  years  as  Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee.  His  devotion  and  enthusiasm  for  improv- 
ing public  health  standards  in  the  town  has  earned  the  gratitude  of 
all,  not  least  those  who  had  the  privilege  of  working  closely  with  him. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  work  with  Dr.  Alwyn  Griffith,  and  I am  grateful 
for  his  help  and  co-operation.  I am  indebted  to  all  my  StaflF  for  their 
excellent  work  during  the  year.  Finally,  may  I express  my  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  guidance  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  McCartney. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TABULATED  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Total  No.  of  inspections  made  12,081 

Total  No.  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  690 

Total  No.  of  notices  served 375 

Total  No.  of  interviews  with  owners  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1,227 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made  46 

No.  of  visits  made  170 

No.  of  Notices  served  (Formal)  1 

No.  of  Notices  served  (Informal)  — 

No.  of  deposit  gauges  sited  in  the  Borough  1 

The  average  monthly  deposit  of  soot  etc.  for  the  past  three  years 
is  as  follows:— 

1962  1963  1964 

Parish  Church  Site  ...  ...  10  tons  9 tons  10  tons 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  survey  of  all  the  properties  in 
the  second  proposed  smoke  control  area  had  been  completed,  and 
the  necessary  consultations  had  taken  place  with  representatives  of 
fuel  producers.  Having  considered  all  the  various  problems  which 
had  arisen  during  the  past  two  years,  including  such  matters  as  the 
supply  of  suitable  smokeless  fuels  and  the  increased  cost  of  adapta- 
tions, the  Committee  expressed  its  confidence  in  the  future  of  clean 
air  and  decided  to  proceed  with  the  establishment  of  the  smoke 
control  area,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  in  being  by  the  summer  of 
1966. 

The  experience  we  have  gained  in  preparing  for  the  first  two  areas, 
coupled  with  the  advice  and  instructions  contained  in  recent  Ministry 
Circulars,  should  enable  us  to  proceed  at  a more  rapid  rate  in  the 
future.  I am  satisfied  that  this  can  be  done  without  any  harmful 
effects  on  the  future  of  the  local  coal  industry. 

DISINFESTATION  No.  of  complaints  received  ...  200 

CINEMAS  AND  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

No.  of  inspections  made 21 

No.  of  informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

CLOSETS 


Cleansed  and  limewashed  3 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  7 

No.  of  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  new  water-closet  pans  or  pedestals  ...  ...  5 

No.  provided  with  supply  of  water  5 

Light  and  ventilation  improved 1 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

DRAINS 

Drains  constructed  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repaired  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

New  inspection  chambers  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Gullies  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

New  sinks  provided  5 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  8 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  2 

FACTORIES  (EXCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES) 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Mech.)  ...  ...  ...  183 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Non-Mech.)  45 

No.  of  inspections  made 123 

No.  of  contraventions  found  2 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied — 

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...  2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ENQUIRIES 

No.  of  investigations  carried  out 83 

No.  of  specimens  submitted  for  examination  41 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  15 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

No.  of  businesses  in  District  5 

No.  of  inspections  made 4 

No.  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...  — 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

No.  of  premises  registered  476 

No.  of  inspections  made 227 

No.  of  notices  served  63 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  2 

Registration  of  premises  affected  by  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  commenced  on  May  1st,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  476  premises  had  been  registered.  The  survey  of  premises 
commenced  in  September,  and  this  has  led  to  a considerable  amount 
of  work,  both  inspectorial  and  clerical.  Following  the  initial  survey 
of  77  premises,  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  notices  in  respect  of 
63  of  these.  The  reaction  of  employers  to  this  new  legislation  has 
been  most  encouraging,  and  I can  well  imagine  that  by  the  time  all 
its  provisions  are  fully  operative  in  1967,  a very  great  improvement 
will  have  taken  place  in  the  working  conditions  of  shop  and  office 
workers. 


23 


RODENT  CONTROL 

No.  of  complaints  received  of  rat  infestation  ...  ...  114 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  116 

No.  of  complaints  received  of  mice  infestation 126 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  183 

Total  number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,991 

No.  of  sewer  treatments  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  3 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE 

No.  of  new  dustbins  provided  by  Statutory  action  ...  253 

SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 
Dampness 

No.  of  roofs  renewed  or  repaired  15 

No.  of  eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or 

renewed 13 

Yaj'd  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid 1 

Other  Work 

No.  of  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  walls  rendered  or  repointed  9 

No.  of  ceilings  repaired  3 

No.  of  floors  repaired  8 

No.  of  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  1 

No.  of  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  5 

No.  of  washing  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  — 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  and  dampness  remedied  3 

Ventilation  improved  1 

No.  of  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  31 

Rooms  cleansed  6 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  1 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  — 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated — 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

No.  of  Swimming  Baths  in  the  District 1 

No.  of  samples  taken  (Bacteriological) 27 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  26 

The  Brynflfynnon  Well,  which  had  been  used  to  supply  the 
swimming  baths  for  many  years,  was  discontinued  during  the  year, 
and  all  water  used  at  the  Public  Baths  is  now  obtained  from  the 
mains  of  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Co. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

No.  of  inspections  made  ... 
No.  of  contraventions  found 
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63 


There  are  no  licensed  caravans  or  caravan  sites  within  the  Borough. 
Trouble  is  continually  being  experienced  from  casual  tinkers  and 
hawkers  who  stay  for  short  periods  on  various  plots  of  land  in  the 
town. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  Analysis  16 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Five  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis.  They  were  all  certified  as  satisfactory,  apart  from 
discolouration  due  to  the  presence  of  iron. 

WELL  WATER 

No.  of  samples  taken  26 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  22 


RIVER  SWABS  (RIVER  GWENFRO) 

No.  of  samples  taken  2 

(No  salmonellae  isolated.) 


HOUSING 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defects  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  52 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(A)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  93. 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year  4 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Abatement 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  10 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners 11 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  3 
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Section  45 

( 1 ) No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 

year  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defective  water-closets  to  be 
repaired  4 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defective  water-closets 

were  repaired  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:— 

(a)  By  Owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 

Section  39 

(1)  No.  of  outstanding  Notices  carried  over  from  previous 


year  5 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  for  the  renewing  or  repairing  of  existing 
drains 21 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  the  existing  drains  were 

renewed  and  cleansed : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(4)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 2 


Section  138  and  Water  Act,  1945.  Section  30 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requesting  Owner  to  provide  water 
supply  in  pipes  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  water  supply  was 

provided  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  — 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 
Section  17 

No.  of  Notices  served  1 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with 1 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  under  Section  16  5 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 4 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders — 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing 

Orders  1 

(6)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Undertaking  given  by  Owner  — 

(7)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Under- 

taking from  owners  accepted  not  to  relet  houses 

for  human  habitation  — 

(8)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 

by  Medical  Officer  of  Health  — 

(9)  No.  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Certificate  — 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 


(E)  Housing  Act,  1957.  Overcrowding 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


(a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the' 

year  

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year  ...  


Not 

known 


4 


(a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  42 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  169 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
again  became  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  had  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  Not 
overcrowding  known 
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CLEARANCE  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES 


The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  has  continued  steadily  during  the 
year.  One  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  submitted  in  1963,  was 
confirmed  early  in  1964.  Four  more  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
were  submitted  during  the  year,  and  were  confirmed  at  the  beginning 
of  1965.  In  addition,  one  Closing  Order  and  four  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  during  the  year.  The  number  of  houses  involved  in  these 
Orders  was  48,  with  a population  of  140  persons  of  whom  65  were 
rehoused  during  the  year. 

Since  slum  clearance  was  resumed  in  1955,  30  Clearance  Areas 
have  been  declared,  involving  419  houses,  and  individual  action  has 
been  taken  with  regard  to  118  houses.  In  addition,  a total  of  364 
dwellings,  mainly  temporary  hutments  and  prefabricated  houses 
have  been  demolished  and  replaced  by  permanent  houses.  The 
grand  total  of  unfit  dwellings  dealt  with  is  901,  with  a population  of 
approximately  2,500  persons. 


THE  RENT  ACT,  1957 

Details  of  work  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Form  1)  3 

No.  of  Decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Proposals  to  Issue  (Form  J)  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Undertakings  received  (Form  K)...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (Form  L)  ...  2 

No.  of  Cancellations  applied  for  (Form  M)  — 

No.  of  Cancellations  issued  — 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

The  inspection  of  various  types  of  food  premises  continues  to 
take  up  a considerable  portion  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
time,  and,  in  general,  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  continues  to 
improve. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  undermentioned  table  that  IMS  visits 
were  made  to  all  types  of  food  premises  during  the  year.  It  will  be 
of  interest  to  know  that  just  over  600  of  these  visits  were  made  to 
check  on  supplies  of  tinned  corned  beef  following  the  Aberdeen 
Typhoid  outbreak. 
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No.  of 


No.  in 
district 

inspections 

made 

Bakehouses  

16 

68 

Butchers’  Shops 

42 

215 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars 

37 

121 

Confectioners  ... 

19 

28 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

. . 

43 

57 

Factory  and  School  Canteens 

18 

69 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

. . . 

14 

28 

Fruit  and  Greengrocers 

45 

28 

General  Provision  Shops 

99 

655 

Hotels,  Clubs  and  Licensed  Premises  67 

81 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ... 

145 

55 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

8 

47 

Sweet  Shops  

61 

63 

Street  Food  Vendors 

— 

287 

The  following  canned  and  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit 

for  human  consumption. 

lb. 

lb. 

Tinned  Foods  

5,8851 

Kidneys 

...  28 

Fats  

6^ 

Curry  

4 

Poultry 

367 

Pickles  

31 

Cheese  

80 

Fish  

...  49U 

Sugar 

12 

Meat  Pies 

...  224 

Preserves 

114i 

Dehydrated  Foods 

...  624 

Flour 

156 

Pigs  Maws 

...  300 

Puddings 

2U 

Cereals  

8 

Liver 

4,255 

Meat  

...  7,4401 

Biscuits  

U 

Drinks  

...  107i 

Bacon  

31 

Beverages 

...  90 

Dessicated  Coconut 

84 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

...  1731 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  491 

Total;—  19,795  lb. 

Percentage  classifications  are  as  follows; — 

/o 

lb. 

Home  

38.2  = 

7,5651 

Commonwealth 

25.2  = 

4,9764 

Foreign  

... 

36.6  = 

7,2531 

100.0  = 

19,795 
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FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


During  the  year,  forty-seven  complaints  concerning  food  were 
investigated,  but  in  only  one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to 
institute  legal  proceedings.  This  was  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a 7 oz. 
tin  of  corned  beef,  which  was  perforated  and  badly  affected  by  rust. 

The  vendors  were  summoned  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  at  the  hearing  in  the  Magistrates  Court,  they 
invoked  Section  1 13  of  the  Act  and  brought  the  manufacturers  into 
the  proceedings.  After  a hearing  lasting  over  8 hours,  both  firms  were 
convicted,  the  vendors  being  lined  £30  with  30  guineas  costs,  and  the 
manufacturers  £10  with  15  guineas  costs. 

Following  appeals  by  the  two  companies  against  the  findings  of 
the  Magistrates  Court,  the  case  was  reheard  at  the  Denbigh  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions.  Three  Counsel  were  involved  and  the  hearing 
lasted  nearly  10  hours.  The  ipanufacturers  were  successful  in  securing 
a reversal  of  the  conviction  against  them;  the  appeal  of  the  vendors 
was  dismissed  with  a fine  of  £45  and  costs. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

A total  of  50  formal  samples  and  17  informal  samples  were  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year. 

The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows: — 

Formal  Informal 

Milk  50  Milk  8 

Corned  Beef  I 

Pickled  Red  Cabbage  ...  I 

Tinned  Tomatoes  ...  1 

Ice-Cream  6 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  Denbighshire  County  Council,  for  the  following  details 
of  his  work  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-Standard 

Milk 

S7 

57 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— • 

Cheese 

2 

2 

— 

Sago 

1 

1 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

I 

1 

— 

Tinned  Beans 

1 

1 

— 

Dried  Mint 

1 

1 

— 

Dried  Peas 

1 

1 

— • 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

— • 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages 

4 

4 

— 

Suet 

1 

— 

1 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

1 

1 

— 

Potted  Shrimps 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

I 

— 

Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

1 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Marzipan 

1 

1 

— 

Ice-Cream 

5 

5 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

2 

2 

— 

Fresh  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Blanc  Mange  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

1 

— 

Wine  (Port  Type) 

1 

1 

— 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 

1 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

1 



TOTALS 

97 

96 

1 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  fifty-seven  samples  of 
milk  and  forty  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  in 
Wrexham  during  the  year.  The  only  sample  which  gave  cause  for 
complaint  was  a sample  of  suet.  This  was  a well  known  make  of 


31 


pre-packed  shredded  suet  which  the  Analyst  certified  to  be  slightly 
below  the  standard  of  fat  required  by  the  Food  Standards  (Suet) 
Order,  1952.  From  its  appearance  it  was  thought  that  this  packet 
had  been  stored  in  a warm  place  and  as  a result,  the  pack  had 
absorbed  some  of  the  fat  content.  The  shopkeeper  from  whom  the 
sample  had  been  procured  was  visited  and  advised  as  to  the  necessity 
of  storing  this  commodity  in  a cool  place. 

In  addition  to  the  fifty-seven  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twelve  samples  of 
milk  taken  from  Schools  and  Institutions  in  the  Borough  of  Wrexham 
were  tested  in  this  office  by  the  Inspectors.  All  of  these  samples  were 
found  to  be  up  to  the  presumptive  standards  prescribed  by  the  Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 


DUTIES  RELATING  TO  ICE-CREAM 

There  are  145  registered  premises  for  ice-cream  including  three 
manufacturers.  The  shops  selling  ice-cream  are  supplied  by  eleven 
different  makers. 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  were  taken: — 

Bacteriological : — 30  These  were  graded  as  follows  by  the 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service: — 

Grade  1 ...  20 

Grade  2 ...  6 

Grade  3 ...  3 

Grade  4 ...  1 

Six  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
analysis,  and  were  found  to  be  up  to  the  required  statutory  standard. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

There  was  an  increase  of  over  2,000  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
Abattoir  during  the  year,  the  total  figure  being  46,924,  as  compared 
with  44,188  for  1963.  Even  so,  the  Abattoir  is  still  not  being  used 
to  its  full  capacity,  and  it  continues  to  be  run  with  an  annual  financial 
deficit. 

The  quality  of  meat  being  produced  is  excellent,  as  is  shown  by 
the  small  amount  of  meat  condemned. 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cou'.v 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

No.  Slauglitered 

2,925 

192 

27,474 

16,303 

30 

No.  Inspected 

2,925 

192 

27,474 

16,303 

30 

Disease  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 
Whose  carcases 
condemned. 

2 

12 

99 

24 

10 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned. 

755 

97 

1,626 

1,566 

8 

% of  No.  in- 
spected affected 
with  disease 

other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cys- 
ticerci 

25.9% 

56.8% 

6.3% 

9.75% 

60.0% 

Tuberculosis 

Whose  carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned. 

4 

111 

% of  No.  in- 
spected affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

.1% 

— 

— 

1.4% 

— 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned. 

21 

1 

Carcases  submit- 
ted to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  con- 

demned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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During  the  year  38,217  frozen  lamb  carcases  were  received  into, 
and  distributed  from  the  Public  Abattoir. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year; — 

17  tons  3 cwts  2 qrs.  18  lb. 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  RELATING  TO  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937/1959 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

I.  INSPECTIONS  relating  to  provisions  for  health  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  1964. 


(i)  Factories  where 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
above  where  Section  7 
is  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  where 
Section  7 is  to  be  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority. 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Sanitary  conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective. 

(c)  Not  separate  for  the 
sexes. 

Total  defects  under  Part  1 
of  the  Act 


No  of  cases  with  defects  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cuted 



- 





■ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  on 
Register 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

45 

25 

— 

— 

183 

98 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Nature  of  Work. 


Wearing  apparel : 
making  etc. 

Section  110 

No.  of  out  No.  of  cases  No.  of 

workers  in  of  default  Prosecutions 

August  list  in  sending  for  failure 

as  required  lists  to  the  to  supply 

Bv  Sect.  110  Council  lists 

(1)  (c) 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings 

2 — — 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

1 - - 

Total  4 — ■ — 

No  instances  relating  to  Section  1 1 1 (unwholesome  premises)  were  known 
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